Front Bay

MARC A. ROEHRLE

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

The North Avenue Bridge in Boston exem-
plifies the current discourse relative to
infrastructure and urbanism. One which is
pertinent to both the academy and the pro-
fession. Built in 1908, the utility of this struc-
ture has slowly deteriorated over the course
of 100+ years. In 2015, the U.S. Coastguard
notified the Army Corps of Engineers that
its existing structural condition presented a
public safety concern. This prompted the city
to explore ideas that would improve mobil-
ity, currently the bridge links downtown with
the quickly developing Fort Point Channel
neighborhood, honor its history and create
a destination. Our proposal, instead of con-
centrating on only the bridge, suggests that
the entire waterway, the “Cut”, be infilled and
that a new vibrant neighborhood be built in
its place — Front Bay. This development typol-
ogy is relevant to the morphology of Boston’s
historical growth patterns where over the
course of centuries successive rings of infill
have allowed the city to grow. 29 blocks with
over 5,000,000 square feet of housing and
commercial space on 58 acres of land will knit
together Downtown with Fort Point Channel.
Where there was once an antiquated water-
way, will now be a thriving neighborhood with
a distinct character of its own. Because this
neighborhood will be developed by the city,
it will not have the same financial constraints
as if it were privately developed. It will be

94

economically feasible to develop it with a fab-
ric similar to that of Back Bay where tree-lined
streets lined by 4-5 story walk-up buildings
work in concert to create a walkable environ-
ment. Just as Back Bay has Comm Ave, a linear
natural park in an urban setting, Front Bay
will have its own linear Park —a one-mile long
river walk that recalls the watery history of the
site, provides a place for leisure and creates
an engineering amenity that addresses storm
water issues and rising sea levels. Additionally,
this development will tie together the harbor
walk that rings the shore of the city. This new
575’ Harbor Promenade will include outdoor
seating adjacent to commercial space for
events and other public activities and provide
anew home for the Boston Tea Party Ship, giv-
ing it a prominent site on the harbor. This new
development will provide much needed work-
force housing which aligns with the needs and
goal of the city to bring 8000+ people into the
heart of the city, while addressing hydrologi-
cal concerns of a changing global condition.
Why build a bridge when you could build a
neighborhood?

Brooklyn Says “Move to Detroit.”
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Why Build a Bridge when you can Build a Neighborhood?
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2,000+ UNITS of Housing

il While maintaining the scale and char-
1 p acter of Back Bay, much needed work
7 force housing s introduced into the
= heart of downtown Boston. The scale
of this fabric (similar to Back Bay)
is preferable to the current building
trends in Fort Point Channel. These
new residential units align with the
housing goals and needs of the city
and bring 8,000+ people into the
heart of the city.
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3,000,000 SqFt Work Force Housing

500,000 SqFt Commercial

This mile long river walk recalls the
history of the site - revealing its once
watery nature. Not only does it pro-
vide a place for leisure, it is also an
engineered amenity that addresses
storm water issues and rising sea
levels. Like Commonwealth Ave. it is
a natural spine in an urban context.

nective tissue that weaves together
downtown and Fort point Channel -
while maintaining a vibrant character
of its own.

575’ Harbor Promenade connects the

flow spaces for the adjacent com-
mercial buildings as well as benches
for public engagement
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Ship will be relocated here, giving it a
prominent site on the harbor.

\g with the morpholog
ent pattems of Boston, our
proposal is to in fill the “cut This
antiquated body of water separates
downtown from the actively develop-
ing Fort Point Channel. Our proposal
is consistent with the historical devel-
opment pattems of Boston where the
shoreline of the city has been evolv-
ing over time to address the changing
needs and values of the city.
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